




                         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

Ambriana (Amber) Sykes 
Dental 
Lamar University 
 

SHPEP exceeded my expectations and 

has confirmed my desire to pursue 

dentistry. I am thankful for the overall 

experience and exposure to people 

from different backgrounds. 

Anjli Patel 
Optometry 
Nova Southeastern University 
 

LΩƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

all the friends I have made. 

Amethyst Hall 
Dental 
Western Michigan University 
 

I appreciate the opportunity to meet 

other students interested in health care 

careers and have similar experiences 

and backgrounds to mine. It has shown 

me cities experience similar issues with 

their health care systems. 

Ana Mort 
COMP 
Bellarmine University 
 

I loved being surrounded by so many 

different languages and cultures. 

Staying up late and going to LA with 

everyone was a lot of fun. (: 

Anthony Chavarria-Garcia 
COMP 
UC Riverside 
 

Because of SHPEP, I was able to not 

only make 79 friends but finally make 

connections into the medical field, find 

out about ways to be a competitive 

applicant for medical school, and 

realize that I can handle a rigorous 

course load. 

Anyéla Saa 
COMP 
Jackson State University 
 

SHPEP has made me confident in 

deciding to pursue a career in 

medicine. I really enjoyed being 

surrounded by other aspiring students 

with an interest in different health 

professions. I am grateful for this once 

in a lifetime learning experience! 







                         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

     

       

Dariana Flores 
Dental 
Washington State University 
 

It was nice meeting people from 

different backgrounds and academic 

interests. 

Dowha Karar 
COMP 
University of Richmond 
 

SHPEP has been an overall memorable 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ LΩƳ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘ 

only great insight on what my future 

holds academically, but also 

meaningful friendships and bonds  

I will always be grateful and 

appreciative for. 

Darius Graham 
COMP 
Haverford College 
 

SHPEP was one of the most interesting 

programs I have experienced in my life. 

I met some very extraordinary people 

and experienced healthcare in a way I 

never have before. This was a great 

precursor to my medical career that I 

will never forget! 

Diego Mendez 
COMP 
University of Puerto Rico: Mayaguez Campus 
 

Thank you all for making the SHPEP 

experience an amazing one. From all the 

άȅƻƪŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

unforgettable nights, I will cherish every 

single memory and if anyone ever comes  

ǘƻ tw ȅƻǳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ  

personal tour guide. 

Edward Hernandez 
Dental 
Washington State University 
 

SHPEP was a great learning experience 

and a good way to meet many others in 

the same track. 

Emily Mendoza 
COMP 
Stanford University 
 

I am incredibly thankful for the honest 

and genuine conversations I had 

throughout the course of the program! 

I feel like I learned something special 

ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 

forward to seeing how we all thrive and 

grow in the future! 



                         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

       

       

Erica Chan 
COMP 
University of California, San Diego 
 

Everything was cool. 

Gabriel Asmar 
Dental 
Assumption College 

Ezza Awais 
Optometry 
Stony Brook University 
 

We all walked into the room strangers- 

now look at us. When I look around I 

see faces that I have grown close to 

and friends who have made this 

summer a memorable one. So thank 

you to everyone who has made SHPEP 

an unforgettable experience, iykyk.    

Feguy Mangnan 
Physical Therapy 
St. Francis College 
 

My experience at SHPEP was great. I had 

the opportunity to make many new 

friends. I love the way we stayed bonded 

together and got to know each other.  

We shared food and played games 

together. After dinner we would go to 

play volleyball or soccer; even if nobody 

could stop me from scoring :) jokes lol.  

Gabriela Lopez 
COMP 
Arizona State University 
 

LΩƳ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƛƴŘŜōǘŜŘ ǘƻ everyone that 

helped make this experience possible. 

Thank you for the memories that I will 

always cherish, and I wish you all the 

very best in your future endeavors. 

Gizman Baraso 
COMP 
The University of Texas at Dallas 
 

WesternU SHPEP has allowed me to 

meet so many brilliant, talented, and 

motivated individuals and learn so 

much about the medical field. I am so 

thankful for the friendships that I have 

built here with amazing people that I 

know will last a lifetime. 



                         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

Hodan Ibrahim 
Dental 
University of Washington Seattle 
 

SHPEP was a great opportunity that 

reinforced my interest in becoming a 

dentist. The sim labs and shadowing 

opportunities made me more exited to 

pursue this career. The teachers, staff, 

and new friends I met made this 

experience more enjoyable. 

Jalynne Brown 
Optometry 
Howard University 
 

LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ 

miss truly everyone!! 

Hussam Abdelgadir 
Optometry 
The Ohio State University 
 

SHPEP has connected me with an 

amazing group of people in such a 

short amount of time. I am thankful 

that we got to learn together, grow 

together, and enjoy our time here with 

one another. 

Immanuel (Manny) Abbo 
Physical Therapy 
Whitworth University 
 

The people involved in this program 

have been genuine, fun, passionate, 

and of course intelligent. This 

combined with the many opportunities 

to bond, learn, and explore the 

California landscape made SHPEP a 

truly extraordinary experience. 

Janeth Mora-Martinez 
COMP 
Smith College 
 

LΩǾŜ ƳŜǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ with 

whom I had an unforgettable 

experience. 

Jean-Carlos Gutierrez 
COMP 
Pacific Union College 
 

This experience was very unique in 

more ways that I expected it to be. The 

friendships and memories that were 

built over these past 6 weeks are 

unforgettable. Playing volleyball every 

day after dinner and staying up to play 

Uno were my favorite. 



                         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

       

     

Jennifer Cruz 
COMP 
UCLA 
 

This was an extraordinary experience in 

which I learned new things and met 

amazing people from across the 

country. I enjoyed getting to hear 

different stories and having the time to 

go for a run together or going out to 

eat. 

Joanna Elhaj 
COMP 
University of Houston 
 

SHPEP has been the best experience 

by far. I have learned more about my 

profession, met new people, and had 

hands-on experience. I wish to see us 

become successful in achieving our 

goals and making our dream a reality. 

I hope we may one day reunite. 

Jennifer Zhou 
Optometry 
University of California, Riverside 
 

I am so fortunate to be a part of this 

program and to be surrounded by like-

minded individuals who want to better 

the healthcare field. This program has 

reaffirmed my passion and drive to be a 

healthcare professional. 

Jessica VillaIvazo 
Dental 
Cal State University San Bernardino 
 

The best part about SHPEP was 

meeting likeminded people from all 

different places. We all share so many 

memories we will never forget from 

lecture to hanging out outside of class. 

Shoutout to my asians #Asians+Jess 

and to the throwdown group ily guys 

Joanne Jeong 
Dental 
Tufts University 
 

ά.ǳǘ ǿŀƛǘΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻΗέ 

SHPEP has helped me to be  

open-minded while I OBSERVE my 

surroundings, FOCUS on it, CAPTURE 

the unforgettable moments from 

running away, and SAVE & REFLECT 

back on these valuable experiences and 

memories. 

Jose Aguilera 
Physical Therapy 
Whitworth University 
 

It's been a SHPEP ALPHA Summer! 





                         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

  

   

       

Lauren Granger 
COMP 
University of Oregon 
 

I'm very grateful for the people that 

SHPEP has allowed me to meet and the 

experiences that it gave me. I've made 

friends for a lifetime and learned so 

much about myself, along with 

healthcare, in these last 6 weeks. 

Miriam Akomeah 
COMP 
The Ohio State University 
 

LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΗ 9ŀŎƘ 

and every one of you all made an 

impact in my life, so thank you. ❤ 

Leowell Cristobal 
Physical Therapy 
United States Air Force Academy 
 

Even though my time was cut short,  
I had an amazing SHPEP experience 
because of all you guys! Huge shout out 
to the WesternU faculty, the RPAs, my 
PT family, and to the entire WesternU 
SHPEP family! Truly grateful for this 
opportunity! 

Michaela Joseph 
Physical Therapy 
Ithaca College 
 

Thankful for this experience!! 

Nathaniel Osbourne 
Optometry 
Valencia College 
 

Met a lot of diverse and worldly people 

here. If this is the next generation of 

our doctors & saviors, I feel strangely 

concerned & safely secured. If you 

think you can tell who they are from a 

group pic, you've severely 

underestimated their depth. 

Omolara Akinfemiwa 
Dental 
Syracuse University 
 

This program solidified that dentistry is 

what I want to do with the rest of my 

life. This program also gave me that 

extra fire to pursue this profession. I'm 

forever grateful for this experience. 



                         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

     

       

Orlyne Megouang Fah 
Dental 
Loyola University Maryland 
 

My experience with SHPEP was very 

amazing because I met nice people. 

Also, I had the opportunity to go into 

the cadaver lab, which helped me have 

a better understanding about the 

human body. 

Rebecca Lopez 
Dental 
Lehman College 
 

I am so honored to get to be a part of 

a program that supports future health 

professionals. It has been an 

exceptional experience. 

Pamela Okoli 
Physical Therapy 
University of Houston 
 

SHPEP was an amazing experience. I 

feel blessed to have had the 

opportunity to meet so many 

wonderful peers, faculty, and health 

professionals. I know the memories and 

knowledge gained in this program will 

last me a lifetime. 

Rachel Saikaly 
COMP 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
 

This experience was very special. I met 

many people who shared the same 

dreams as me and I had a lot of fun. 

Ronald (Alex) Herrera  
COMP 
University of Nevada, Reno 
 

I loved getting to know new people, 

and learning more about different 

healthcare professions! 

Samuel Higuera 
COMP 
UC Riverside 
 

SHPEP has been an incredible 

experience that has strengthened my 

passion for medicine and has allowed 

me to meet some amazing people. I will 

cherish these memories forever :) 





                         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

Thinh Tran 
Dental 
Orange Coast Community College 
 

SHPEP gave me the opportunity to 

grow as an individual and a future 

health professional. 

Victoria Osanyinpeju 
COMP 
Norco College 
 

SHPEP has been such a great way to 

ǎǇŜƴŘ Ƴȅ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ LΩƳ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ L ƘŀŘ 

the opportunity to meet so many 

people from all over and make so 

many new besties! 

Tsewang Dolkar 
COMP 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 

One of the most memorable moments 

in SHPEP was when we did a surprise 

water balloon/gun attack on the 

unsuspecting SHPEPers. It was a great 

bonding experience to see people join 

in and grab the balloons and have fun 

with one another. 

Vanessa Coleman 
COMP 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 

I am so blessed to have been able to 

participate in SHPEP. I made lifelong 

friends, tried new things, learned new 

concepts, networked with professionals, 

and gained knowledge that will last me a 

lifetime. Thank you SHPEP for this amazing 

opportunity. 

Vincent Osekwe 
COMP 
Bowie State University 
 

SHPEP was a great experience. I got to 

meet wonderful people and learn more 

about what it means to be a doctor. 

Yousif Naser 
Dental 
Michigan State University 
 

This was a great experience and I am 

very happy to have shared an amazing 

time with very intelligent and caring 

people. 





SHPEP Resident Peer Advisors (RPAs) 

                         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

         

Crystal Sin 
Optometry 
WesternU College of Optometry 
 

It was a pleasure to meet such amazing 

individuals this summer and I hope 

everyone made wonderful memories!   

I wish you all the best in your future 

endeavors! Always remember that you 

can do great things as long as you put 

your mind to it! 

Jubilee Ahazie  
COMP 
THEE University of Southern California 
 

Being an RPA was such a rewarding 

experience. I enjoyed dancing in the 

afternoon, playing volleyball in the 

evenings, and having thoughtful 

conversations at night. Each of you 

made this program memorable and for 

that I am so thankful! Stay blessed. 

 

Hector Cordero 
Dental 
CSU San Bernardino 
 

From morning curriculum to late night 

shenanigans, these past weeks have 

offered such a unique summer. I wish 

you all the best of luck and hope you all 

can recall all of those amazing 

memories that were made this 

summer! 

Jeffon Stubbs  
COMP 
Morgan State University 
 

It was one of the most rewarding 

experiences to impact and influence 

others through my experience from 

SHPEP 2018. It was a pleasure to meet 

and interact with a cohort of such 

unique and focused individuals. Also, I 

had the best colleagues ever! 

 

Marissa Valdovinos  
COMP 
Scripps College 
 

What makes SHPEP special is its ability  

to illustrate the power of diversity and its 

rightful place in the health professions.  

I will carry all of the beautiful memories 

(volleyball games, sing-alongs, and 

shared meals) I have made here in my 

ƘŜŀǊǘΦ L ŀƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ȅΩŀƭƭΦ ❤ 

Michael Simon, MS 
Dental 
Western University of Health Sciences 
 

As a future healthcare professional, I 

want to become a positive platform for 

pre-health students from disadvantaged 

backgrounds. I believe that diversity in 

healthcare is the solution to improving 

access to care, and SHPEP has allowed 

me to play a role in that process.  





  

  

  

   





   

   

   

  









   

   

    

  



  

   

    

   



 
  

 


