



Student Research Fellowship Application – Instructions


Purpose: The student research fellowship awards successful applicants $3,500, to promote student research. A maximum of two students can work jointly on a single application, in which case the money is split between the applicants.

Eligibility: Students from all WesternU colleges that are pursuing a professional clinical degree and will enroll for the 2026-2027 academic year are eligible to apply. Previous award recipients are not eligible. Work should be initiated in the summer of 2026 or, if college curriculum does not allow, in the fall semester. Work can be completed as early as August 2026 and needs to be completed by June 2028. 

Submission: A PDF file of the application will have to be uploaded at https://webapp.westernu.edu/student-research/. The deadline for electronic submission is 11:59 p.m. on Monday, February 16, 2026.

Face Page:
Names: Please list the name or names of all students who are part of this application.

Title of Project: The title of the project should briefly summarize the work being conducted.

Student Investigator:  The Student Investigator is a current student within a professional clinical degree program who will be enrolled at WesternU for the 2026-2027 academic year. The student’s name, College name, email address, and location of research should be completed. If two students are applying jointly, please fill out a separate personal information page (page 1) for each student. Each student’s information page must be signed by the supporting faculty member to be eligible.

Faculty Mentor: The name, degree(s), position title, department, phone, fax, email address of the faculty mentor should be completed. The mentor is required to provide a statement identifying the student’s role in the research, necessary guidance, mentoring and supervision of the entire project, required space, supplies and resources for the conduct of the studies. A maximum of two research projects can be supervised by any faculty mentor (strictly enforced). If a faculty mentor intends on sponsoring more than two projects, only the top two projects will be considered for funding.

Human/Animal Subjects: Projects involving the use of human subjects, animal subjects or biosafety agents must have appropriate approval from the Western University of Health Science’s Institutional Review Board (IRB), Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) and the Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC), respectively. Where appropriate, an approved protocol from the IRB, IACUC and/or IBC is required prior to the start of the research project and before funds are released.

Project Funding:  A $1,500 maximum allocation is available to fund the project only if conducted with a WesternU faculty member. Examples of allowable costs include research supplies, travel for the student, trial participant incentives, database fees, and any other related cost excluding salary support for those conducting the research. A budget justification must be supplied with the application. Budgets do not need to request a maximum of $1,500; funds will only be awarded for justified project incurred costs.

Abstract:  The abstract summarizes the project. It should not include references, figures, or tables. This description is meant to serve as a succinct and accurate description of the proposed work when separated from the application.  Please limit the abstract to 300 words or less.

Research Plan:  The Research Plan should include adequate information to allow for proper evaluation of the learning potential of the student and likelihood of success of the project. The research plan should not be cut and pasted from an NIH grant or any other grant and should deal ONLY with research to be conducted by the student over the course of the project. It should include the following sections:

1. Specific Aims: Describe the hypothesis and what you intend to do in half a page or less.
2. Background and Significance: In 1 page, describe the information necessary to understand what you are planning to do and why it is important.
3. Research Design and Methods: In up to 2 pages, describe how you will conduct your research and accomplish your specific aims. Please include a timeline for the work.

Stipend information:  Student stipends are $3,500, distributed in two payments of $1,750 each. (For 2 students, each will receive $1,750 distributed in two equal payments of $875.) The first payment is made upon receipt of an email by the PI that the work has been initiated. The second stipend will be disbursed no earlier than the first week of September 2026 and no later than the first week of June, 2028 upon receipt of the following by the office of the Vice President for Research:

· An email from the PI/mentor to UniversityResearchOffice@westernu.edu stating that the student’s work during the fellowship has been completed and is satisfactory. 
· A final progress report from each student. 

For graduating students, documents must be received prior to graduation, to receive the second installment. 

Final Report and Presentation: The final report will contain a detailed summary of the results obtained from the research project and a reference to where the work was presented. All projects are expected to be presented at a research conference. The presentation can be on the Oregon or Pomona campus at one of the WesternU research symposiums (including college specific research symposiums), or any external local, national, or international meeting. Documentation of a presentation is required in the final report.
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