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Purpose: The purpose of this study is to explore how individuals diagnosed 
with High-Functioning Autism use social media and social networking sites in 
their social life.  The study focuses on whether Facebook and Twitter create 
a training environment to promote social cognitive skills, prosocial behavior, 
and Theory-of-Mind through the application of the principles of Applied 
Behavior Analysis as a theoretical model.	
  	
  In this collective case study, I will 
report how six adolescents or young adults with HFA interact with peers, 
family, and friends online, how they view online friendships, and whether 
social media promotes the ability to understand others’ perspectives and 
understand their emotions.  This study is not designed to evaluate a program 
or to provide an intervention. This is a qualitative study that explores 
reflections and experiences of the participants in a safe, anonymous context.  
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